»- What to Do If You Miss Your Flight — A
Smart Traveler’s Guide (2025)

Missing a flight can feel like travel’s worst nightmare: hassles, stress, and uncertainty. But it
doesn’t have to ruin your trip. With the right steps and mindset, you can often salvage your
travel — rebook, save your bags, or recover costs.

+(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

This guide walks you through what to do if you miss your flight, how to rebook or get

refunds, what to check for luggage, and when travel insurance or card-benefits (like from
Chase) can help.

7 Step-by-Step: What to Do When You Realize You’re
Going to Miss (or Have Missed) Your Flight

1. Contact the Airline Immediately — Don’t Wait
As soon as you know you’ll miss your flight (traffic delays, long security lines, car trouble,
etc.), call the airline or go directly to the gate/airport desk. Airlines often appreciate early
notice and may offer standby or rebooking without heavy penalties. (Chase)
Ask: +(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

o If there are alternate flights that day or soon after.

e Whether you can be put on standby.

e What the rebooking fee and fare difference would be.

Your tone (polite + calm + clear) can make a difference.

2. If It’s Already Gone — Try Rebooking or Standby Options

Some carriers may allow you to rebook or accept standby status even if you miss the flight,
depending on your fare class and seat availability. (Chase)

o Be at the airport or gate desk as soon as possible — timing matters.

e Have your booking reference, identification, and travel documents ready.
e +(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

3. Consider Using Frequent Flyer Miles or Alternate Airlines

If the airline charges heavy fees or there’s no seat, consider using miles or reward-credits (if
you have them) for booking a new flight — sometimes that’s cheaper than last-minute cash


https://www.chase.com/personal/credit-cards/education/basics/what-to-do-if-you-miss-your-flight?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.chase.com/personal/credit-cards/education/basics/what-to-do-if-you-miss-your-flight?utm_source=chatgpt.com

fares. (NerdWallet)
Also look at alternate airlines that may have available seats.

+(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

4. Know Refund and Rebooking Policies — They Vary Widely

If you miss your flight due to personal reasons (traffic, oversleeping, etc.), airlines are usually
not obligated to refund your ticket. (Chase)

Refund or rebooking depends heavily on:

e Your fare class (refundable vs non-refundable)
e Airline rules / policies

« How soon you notify them

e +(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

If you have travel insurance — or booked with a credit card that offers coverage — you may
recover some costs. (Chase)

5. Don’t Forget Your Checked Bags — Ask About Their Status

If you checked luggage and miss the flight, your bags might already be en route. Contact the
airline immediately to see if they can hold the baggage or reroute to your rebooked flight.
Some airlines may return it to the origin or hold it for you to pick up. (Chase)

6. Review Travel Insurance / Credit Card Protections

If you used a travel credit card (or one with travel protection), check if your missed flight or
rebooking qualifies for coverage. Some cards provide trip delay / interruption /
cancellation insurance — covering extra costs when flights are missed due to certain
covered reasons. (Chase)

Keep all documentation: receipts, tickets, communication with airline — these help when
filing a claim. (NerdWallet)
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€ What You Can Do Immediately — A Checklist

o & Call the airline (or head to gate desk) right away.

o </ Ask for standby or rebooking options.
e [ If checked bags — notify airline to hold or reroute them.

o mm Check if your fare or card’s travel insurance qualifies for coverage.
« B Save all receipts, boarding passes, and communications.

e ) Consider alternate flights / airlines or use miles if needed.
e +(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045
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? Frequently Asked Questions (AEO-Friendly FAQS)

Q: If I miss my flight, will I automatically get a refund?

A: No — refunds are rarely automatic. It depends on the airline’s fare rules. If you booked a
non-refundable ticket and miss the flight due to personal reasons, you likely won’t get a
refund. (Chase)
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Q: Can I rebook the flight I missed — maybe on standby?

A: Sometimes — many airlines offer standby or rebooking, especially if you contact them
early. Whether it’s free depends on fare class and availability. (Chase)
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Q: Will my checked baggage still go to my destination?

A: If baggage was already checked in and processed, you need to contact the airline
immediately. They may hold the baggage or reroute it, depending on policy. (Chase)
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Q: Does my travel credit card or travel insurance help if I miss a flight?
A: It can — if your card offers trip interruption, trip cancellation or trip delay coverage.
Coverage depends on the reason you missed the flight (for example, covered events like
illness or weather are more likely to qualify than oversleeping or traffic). (Chase)
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Q: What’s the first thing I should do when I realize I’'m going to be late for
my flight?

A: Contact the airline or go to the gate/airport desk immediately. Early communication
improves chances for standby or alternate flight options. (Chase)

+(1- 855<>546<->5045 or 1-855-546-5045

« Final Thoughts — Stay Calm, Act Fast, and Use All
Your Options
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Missing a flight doesn’t have to ruin your trip. By acting quickly, contacting your airline,
checking options (standby, miles, alternate flights), and using any travel protections you have
— you can often salvage your plans.

If you booked through a travel portal or travel-protection card (like some Chase cards),
double-check your policy — you might be eligible for compensation or reimbursement.
(Chase)
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Above all: stay calm, stay polite, and be ready to act. Travel hiccups happen — but with
clarity and quick action, you can often come out ahead.
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